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Networking in the North West of England 
IAN ROGERSON 1-13 


Networking as defined by Meadows is 
surveyed with particular reference to the 
North West. The impact of pre-mechanical 
systems on book availability, from the 
creation of the Central Library for Students 
to the present-day operations of the North 
Western Regional Library Bureau and its 
commitment to VISCOUNT, is examined. Two 
local cooperative networks, the Leighton 
scheme and North East Lancashire 
Libraries, are dealt with in detail. Automated 
networking in the North West is still in its 
infancy, although some of the universities 
and polytechnics have had long-standing 
involvements with SWALCAP or BLCMP. The 
significance of JANET in offering 
possibilities for library networking is 
recognized. 


‘Availability’ as a performance measure for 
academic libraries 
DH REVILL 14-30 


Measures of ‘availability’ are advocated as 
performance indicators for libraries within 
higher education and for purposes of 
interlibrary comparison. Previous work on 
such measures is discussed. The method 
adopted by Liverpool Polytechnic Library 
Service in studying the availability of stock 
is described. Results are given and 
discussed. A high level of availability was 
discovered. Figures produced provide a 
convenient way to summarize a great many 
data concerning a library’s success et 
acquisition, failure through items being in 
circulation or in library processing, end the 
relative success of users in searching for 
known items. 


The emerging employment market for 
librarians and inforrnation workers in the UK 
NICK MOORE 31-40 


As the rate of growth in the established 
market for information soecialists declines, 
increasing attention is focused on the 
emerging employment market. A survey 
based on job advertisements suggests that 
in the UK this emerging market offers 
between 3000 and 3500 jobs at any one time 
which potentially are open to librarians and 
information workers. The characteristics of 
these jobs are described and discussed and 
the results are reported of a survey which 


set out to discover: what were the 
expectations of employers, what sort of 
people were getting the jobs, and what 
impact were librarians and information 
workers making on the emerging 
employment market. The results suggest 
that, while the market as a whole may 
expand, librarians and information workers 
will face severe competition. The research 
was funded by the British Library. 


Duplication of texts in academic libraries: a 
behavicural model for library management 
J P WARWICK 41-52 


The provision of duplicate copies of texts in 
academic libraries is a contentious area of 
library management. This article outlines 
previous work in this area and describes a 
model of specific use in developing a 
duplication policy for recommended texts 
for undergraduates. A concept of ‘user utility’ 
is described as the principal measure of 
library effectiveness. This concept is used 
as a basis for a behavioural model of student 
borrowing. The model may be used to 
allocate a budget set aside for duplication 
purposes so as to maximize the expected 
user utility gained per pound spent by the 
library. 


Review article 


Public libraries in the UK since 1945 
DEAN HARRISON 


A review of Philip Whiteman’s recently 
published study of the McColvin Report and 
of the subsequent history of its proposals. 


Reviews 


Walford, A J (ed.). Wa/ford’s guide to current 
British periodicals in the humanities and 

social sciences 
COLIN STEELE 


Parker, J Stephen (ed.). information 
consultants in action 
RONALD BENGE 61-3 


Baker, David (ed.). Student reading needs 
and higher education 
C J HUNT 


Roberts, Stephen Andrew. Cost 
management for library and information 
services 

PHILIP COLEHAN 


59-61 


63-5 


65-6 
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Information storage and retrieval in UK 
national newspapers: some effects of 
change 

KEVIN HARRIS, DAVID NICHOLAS 


and GERTRUD ERBACH 71-88 


The highly publicized upheaval in the UK 
newspaper industry has brought significant 
implications for newspaper librarians, 
particularly with regard to the automation of 
procedures. This article offers an 
assessment of the kinds of information used 
and sought, and the kinds of information 
handling carried out. The function of the 
established personal collection is 
discussed. A more rewarding and prominent 
role for newspaper librarians in the future 
is envisaged, with online database use 
becoming a major factor: with this use will 
come a desirable transfer of emphasis from 
storage to retrieval. The apparent failure of 
some newspapers to include information 
services and systems in their modernization 
strategies is criticized. 


Collection development in the British 
Library: the role of the RLG Conspectus 
STEPHEN HANGER 89-107 


Conspectus, developed in the USA by the 
Research Libraries Group, enables libraries 
to record and compare quantified data on 
the strength of their collections and 
collecting practices in particular subjects. It 
serves both as an information file and as a 
basis for collaborative collection 
development. The British Library adopted 
Conspectus as part of a collection 
development review initiated in 1983. As 
well as providing a coherent picture of the 
library's collections and selection policy, it 
is seen as the precursor of a more general 
adoption of the system by the UK research 
library community. 


Agricultural information services in Kenya 
and Third World needs 


SHIRAZ DURRANI 108-20 


The articie examines the failure of 
agricultural information systems in the Third 
World to provide relevant information in 
support of food production. In many 
independent African countries (Kenya is 
taken as an example) there has been little 
qualitative change in the information 
services since colonial times; new 


technologies have been introduced which 
are more Suitable for industrialized 
countries. 

Present-day agricultural information 
services are examined and solutions are 
suggested. However, a real solution cannot 
emerge until the social, economic and 
political foundations of society undergo a 
transformation which will allow the 
emergence of a people-orientated 
information service. 


Review articles 


A woman's place is in the—library? 
COLIN STEELE and 


MARGARET HENTY 121-8 


Women and librarianship is reviewed in the 
context of the issues and literature to date 
in Britain, America and Australia. The 
reviewers believe that the contributors take 
a too strident approach at times. The 
contributions are analysed in relation to 
wider developments in society, particularly 
the rise of the women’s movement, 
affirmative action programmes and 
internaiional trends. It is suggested that not 
only management needs to change, but also 
the attitudes and motivation of women, 
although what constitutes ‘success’ in 
libraries needs further discussion. Libraries 
are well suited to different job patterns which 
can aid women’s progress. 


Through a transponder, darkly 


J A HENNESSY 129-32 


This article asks where the new technologies 
of information and communication are 
coming from, and where they are going. 


Reviews 


Chan, Lois Mai. Library of Congress subject 
headings 


K G B EAKEWELL 133-4 


Dixon, J (ed.). Fiction in libraries 
BARRY CROPPER 135-7 
Marsterson, W. Information technology and 
the role of the librarian 

Foulkes, J (ed.). Downloading bibliographic 
records 


CHRIS BATT 137-40 
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The planning and implementation of 
Conspectus in Scotland 
ANN MATHESON 141-51 


Conspectus is a system developed in North 
America for measuring collection levels. Its 
application in Scotland by the eleven major 
Scottish research libraries is the first group 
Conspectus in Europe. Each library in the 
Working Group on Library Co-operation, 
which works actively to promote interlibrary 
cooperation, is carrying out the conspectus 
of its own holdings, with central coordination 
provided by the National Library of Scotland. 
This article explains how Conspectus in 
Scotland was planned and implemented. 
Readers of this article will wish to know 
of an article in the Journal of Librarianship, 
April 1987, 19 (2), entitled ‘Collection 
development in the British Library: the role 
of the RLG Conspectus’ by Stephen Hanger. 


Policies and criteria for the archiving of 
electronic publishing 
PAUL STURGES 152-72 
The impermanence of magnetic media has 
led to a concern in the library and 
information community with the fate of the 
fast-increasing amount of information which 
is electronically published. Different 
approaches from libraries, digital mapping, 
video archiving, archives and data archives, 
office management, and the world of 
commercial publishing offer insights into the 
kinds of policy which might be adopted to 
deal with this problem. Such policies are 
likely to need to involve publishers and other 
institutions, as well as national library and 
archive institutions. 


Library tuition programmes: a small-scale 
comparative study from an organizational 
perspective 


HELEN E CHANDLER 173-97 


This study is an evaluation of the design and 
implementation of a tape—slide presentation 
and self-help workbooks in a small college 


of further education library. It was 
undertaken in an attempt to overcome 
certain organizational problems and to 
improve, if possible, the educational 
effectiveness of the library tuition 
programme. Materials and methods were 
tested and evaluated in two formative stages 
before a final testing and summative 
evaluation. Results revealed a lack of a 
Statistically significant difference between 
methods, making the inclusion of both 
methods educationally viabje. Attitudinal 
responses were generally favourable and 
organizational advantages were without 
question. 


Review article 


Five centuries of university librarianship 
R J ROBERTS 198-207 


The review article arises from the recent 
publication of a history of Cambridge 
University Library; the opportunity is taken 
to compare the history of the university 
libraries of Oxford and Cambridge. 


Reviews 


Sternberg, lise, and Larby, Patricia M (eds). 
African studies 


DH VARLEY 208-10 


Way, David (ed.). Library publishing 
MELVYN BARNES 210-11 


Parker, C C, and Turley, R V. /nformation 
sources in science and technology, 2nd edn 
RT BOTTLE 211-13 


White, H S (ed.). Education for professional 
librarians 


BLAISE CRONIN 213-14 


Moore, N. How to do research, 2nd edn 
DAVID NICHOLAS 214-15 
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Uses and users of public sector business 
libraries: a study based on Birmingham, 
Manchester and Nottingham libraries 

N ROBERTS, D CLARKE, D CRAGHILL and 
D WHITE 221-43 


Some 564 interviews with users of business 
libraries were carried out in the central 
public libraries of Birmingham, Manchester 
and Nottingham during the period July- 
October 1986. In addition, during the same 
period, 1277 telephone calis were 
monitored. 

General characteristics of business 
library use are depicted in terms of work- 
related and persona! forms of use. 
Motivations for use are examined. 
Information demands and satisfaction rates 
are analysed. Users’ perceptions of 
available services are identified, together 
with proposals for improvements. Telephone 
inquiry data are categorized and related to 
visit data. Data relating to users’ 
assessments of the value of business 
libraries are presented. 


Online public access catalogues in the UK 
and West Germany—present and future 
trends 


HEINER SCHNELLING 244-57 


Although West German librarians are 
increasingly interested in OPACs, at present 
there are only a few OPACs available in 
West Germany. Some of the difficulties 
impeding the introduction of OPACs are the 
result of the preference for closed stacks in 
oid research libraries and the problems of 
retrospective cataloguing. The West German 
situation is compared with that in the UK, 
where quite numerous first (and second) 
generation OPACs are (or will soon become) 
available. The article describes the 
strengths and weaknesses of UK OPACs 
observed during a research visit in autumn 
1986. 


The English provincial evening newspaper 
and its library: a view from the wapentakes 
RALPH GEE 258-67 


The scarce literature on news libraries has 
not done sufficient justice to the British 
provincial newspaper, of which there are 


many more than nationals, and wherein 
there are problems, solutions, and attitudes 
worthy of professional interest. The article 
presents differences between the national 
and the provincial press. It demonstrates 
how these are reflected by the provincial 
readers and their relationships with the 
newspaper anc its library, and in turn how 
the library's cuttings files reflect the ‘ 
information interests of a local community. 
Some attention is paid to the legal 
implications of publicly accessible files. 

The existence of two newly formed groups 
of newspaper librarians is noted. 


Communication 


On availability studies 
PETER BROPHY 


Review article 


Writing about academic librarianship 
IAN LOVECY 


A review of the recently launched British 
Journal of Academic Librarianship and a 
brief examination of academic library 
journals currently available. 


Reviews 


Walford, A J (ed.). Reviews and reviewing: 
a guide 


RONALD BENGE 275-7 


Walford, A J, and Taylor, L J (eds). Wa/ford’s 
guide to reference material 
D J GROGAN 277-9 
Mills, J, and Broughton, V. Bliss 
bibliographic classification 


K G B BAKEWELL 279-81 


Woodworth, D P, and Goodair, C M. Current 
British journals: a bibliographical guide 
D J GROGAN 282-3 


Bush, S, Jr, and Rasmussen, C J. The library 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 1584— 
1637 


PETER HOARE 284-6 
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